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Global warming is
the increase in the
average temperature
of the Earth's near-sur-
face air and oceans in
recent decades and its
projected continuation.

The global average
air temperature near
the Earth's rose during
the last 100 years. The
intergovermental panel
on climate change
(IPCC) concludes,
"Most of the observed
increase in globally
averaged tempera-
tures since the mid

20th century is very likely due to the observed increase in anthropogenical green-
house gas concentrations" via the greenhouse
effect. Natural phenomena such as solar varia-
tion combined with volcanoes probably had a
small warming effect from pre-industrial times to
1950 and a small cooling effect from1950
onword. These basic conclusions have been
endorsed by at least 30 scientific societies and
academies of science, including all of the natu-
ral academies of science of the major industrial-
ized countries. While individual scientists have
voiced disagreement with some of the main
conclusions of the IPCC, the overwhelming
majority of scientists working on climate change
are in agreement with them.

Climate model projections summarized by the IPCC indicate that average glob-
al surface temperature will likely rise a further during the 21st century. The range
of values results from the use of different scenarios of future: Greenhouse gas
emissions as well as models with differing climate sensitivity. Although most stud-
ies focus on the period up to 2100,warming and sea level rise are expected to con-
tinue for more than a millenium even if greenhouse gas levels are stabilized.
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Many different cultures have played
a sport similar to the modern game of
football but no one can really say with
any certainty when or where football
began but it is known that the earlier
variations of what later became football
were played almost 3000 years ago. 

One of the earliest forms of football in which players kicked a ball around on a
small field has been traced as far back to 1004 B.C. in Japan. The Munich
Ethnological Museum in Germany has a Chinese text from approximately 50 B.C.
that mentions games very similar to football that were played between teams from
Japan and China. The Chinese kicked a leather ball (hair-filled) and it is known
with certainty that a football game was played in 611 A.D. in the Japanese capital,
Kyoto. 

The Romans played a game that somewhat resembled modern football. The
early Olympic Games in Rome featured twenty-seven men on a side who com-
pleted so vigorously that two-thirds of them had to be hospitalized after a fifty-
minute game. 

Association football, commonly known as football or soccer, is a team sport
played between two teams of eleven players, and it is the most popular sport in the
world. It is a ball game played on a rectangular natural grass or artificial grass field,
with a goal at each of the short ends. The object of the game is to score by direct-
ing the ball into the opposing goal. In general play, the goalkeeper is the only play-
er allowed to use his hands or arms to propel the ball; the rest of the team usual-
ly use their feet to kick the ball into position, occasionally using their chest or head
to intercept a ball in mid air. The team, that scores the most goals by the end of
the match wins. If the score is tied at the end of the game, either a draw is declared
or the game goes into extra time and/or a penalty shootout, depending on the for-
mat of the competition.

The modern game was codified in England following the formation of "The
Football Association", whose 1863 Laws of the Game created the foundations for
the way the sport is played today. Football is governed internationally by the
Federation International of Football Association, commonly known as FIFA. The
most prestigious football competition is the World Cup, held every four years. This
event, the most widely viewed in the world, boasts an audience twice that of the
Olympics.
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